DATES AND DATING

Time is of the very essence of history and historical re-
search worth the name. The nearest approach to historical
truth or facts of history can be made through repeated
attempts to fix the narrowest possible time-limits for indivi-
dual events. Clear time sense on the part of a scholar helps
accurate scrutiny of historical material, and to develop this
sense, perfect understanding of the conventions of the time
indications current in the different periods of history is abso-
lutely necessary. Almost all the calendrical systems of the
eastern hemisphere and a pretty large number of eras were
current in India during different epochs and periods of history.
These calendrical systems range from the purely solar to the
purely lunar ones. Some of them maintain mathematical
accuracy in their calculations, while others rely more on
human observation of lunar phases in their reckoning. Even
in the use of one and the same calendrical system, diversity
in commencing the calculation of months and years is in evi-
dence. Thus, for developing the correct time sense, a study
of the varied and multitudinous calendrical systems and eras
is absolutely necessary. Buti in the study of Arabic, Persian
and Urdu inscriptions in India, we are mainly concerned with
the detailed knowledge of at least four or five systems, viz. :
Hijm, Arabi or Shuhwr, Ilahi, Fasti and Jalus. Particularly
we must guard against the vagaries of the calendrical systems
with a view to ensure an accurate time sense.

The Hijra year has no concordance with the natural
seasons in India, and it rolls round the solar year in a small
period of thirty-two solar yearsw Its correct position in a solar
year or season cannot, therefore, be easily determined. Hence,
any approximate correspondence of one Hijra year in tarns
of the Christian year extends over two solar years, instead of
its being limited to the maximum period of a lunar year. A